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illustrated. 1877 Excerpt: . . . plot into execution, as the guards at the gates were then relieved from their weeks
duties, and the people would crowd the courts in greater numbers than during the other days. The incoming
guards would secure the west gate, by which they entered the Temple from the town; the outgoing guards
would remain in the courts to swell the force round the king. If the western gate of the Temple courts was
commanded from the palace, as seems likely enough, the mustering of the Temple police there on the Sabbath
morning would not awaken suspicion in Athaliah or any of her people. But the shouting of the crowd in the
courts, and the sound of trumpets proclaiming the kings accession, were heard by Athaliah in the royal palace
on Mount Zion, the kings house with the royal stables mentioned in both narratives. Knowing that something
unusual was on foot, she hastened to the spot. Evidently she came on the rejoicing crowd, not from the east
gate of the Temple, fronting the king, but from the west side, by the bridge which is known to have connected
Zion with Moriah. If Solomons ascent, as the bridge seems to have been called, was the kings private entrance
to the Temple courts, she would not require to pass the watchers at the public gate. She heard the noise as she
drew near the king, but could see nothing from the Temple buildings coming between. As soon as she
rounded...
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